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FPROCRAM 70z & BULLETIN

THCUGH it is true that "sreat oaks from little acorns grow", "Yet,

potentially" as the philosophers say, the oak was contained in the acorn.
Given suitable conditions of climate and soil, the acorn naturally became

the great tree,

BUT WHAT has all this to do with a Bulletin? Itt's beoinnings are like the
dgcorn, but it's zrowth depends on other elements than those of sunshine and
earth,

IN OUR ~SSOCIATION we have members of the Poetry Society, the Historical
Society, the Canadian isuthors Association, to mention only a few whose chief
concern is the world of letters, If all these sources could be tapped, a
stream of contributions would flow into the Bulletin Headquarters which would

add variety to it's contents and greatly enhance it's " reader's interest"

TO GIVE but one example of the large field which is open to developement—
recently we received a very interesting pamphlet entitled " What can you write
about the history of your home town,"

WHILE the title would appeal to any aspiring writer in the Province, and while
the history of our czpital mizht prove a formidable task, it should

not be beyond the capacities of our members residing in Brandon, Dauphin and
many other communities, to produce illuminating and worthwhile records of their
respective birthpleces,

4Ll OF US. are agreed, that Canadian writers are fighting an uphill battle

for recognition among our readers against the more highly advertised and

more influentially supported works of imerican writers. There is a vast field
here for reviews of our Canadian product, for hook-lists of recent publications,
for short biographical sketches >f authors and for whatever else may help to
make a contributicn, however small, to the work of publicising our"home
talent,"

SOME enterprisinz person or persons could fill & real need by doingz an
article on Cenadian Periodicals, The number alone, of these might come as

a pleasﬁnt surprise to mamny people,

All of the above may be sumarized thus: if the Bﬁlletin can be made the
concern of every .ember of the Association, with each member sharing the
responsibility for it's contents and support, it should not take long to

ralse it to a level where we will be proud of it's contents and eagerly await

each issue,



TRADE AND BUSINESS JOURNALISM

By Hugh C. Anderson.

The business paper is both a pﬁblic information medium and a commercial
enterprise. As a privately owned business operated for profit, it is run much
like any* other business, As an information service it performs nine basic

functions, these being:

1. ADULT EDUCATION--

specialized instruction for men and women in industry
to improve technics and processes; a current textbook

function.

2,NEWS SERVICE -~ gathering and presenting news of a trade, industry
' or profession, and the pcople associated therewith,

3. EDITORIAL FUNCTION-- Crusading to elevate and improve the standards
of the enterprise which it serves.

k4, INTEGRATING ACTION -- presenting and explaining news events and trends.
Impartial consideration of all sides of every issue,

to endeavour to reach a sound conclusion.

5. FORUM FACILITIES -- providing a meeting place in print for the
discussion of business problems, practices and

policies.

% 6. ADVERTISING SERVICE-- providing a medium for sales and informative
: messages addressed to specific markets, or segments
i of industry or business, concerning goods and services.

7. RESEARCH FUNCTION: -- Surveying, analysing and distributing information
about readers and markets, production and distribution
to readers, advertisers, and to private or public

% bodies and organizations,

8, PUBLIC RELATIONS: -- Keceping the activities, interests and objectives
: of the field covered constantly before those whose
1 understanding and interest is necessary to successful

progress.

9, PUBLIC UTILITY =--  the responsibility to provide continuous service at
fair rates in return for the publishing franchize,

Everybody knows what a newspaper is. But consider how variously the
business paper is labeled; - trade paper, technical review, industrial publication,
commercial magazine, merchandising medium, service periodical, professional
Journal, and so on, They are all husiness papers, however-- periodicals which
directly service the business interest of the reader,
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The business press is frequently bracketed in people's minds with
manufacturers' house organs, trade ~ssociation bulletins, or even with catalogs,
almanacs and souvenir booklets, But the distinction has become clearer in late
years as the business paper has gradually made its influence felt and its place
more firmly established in the Canadian publishing scene.

There are few legitimate activities of life that are not served by one
or more business papers. Gencrally speaking, monthly papers are in the majority,
but others are issued more or less frequently dcpending upom the requirements

of their readers.

From a historical standpoint-~ believe it or not = it has been said that
the ancestor of the business paper, and also indeed of the general magazine, were
the court circular papers published by feudal lords in China during the Han dynasty
in 200 B. C. However, it is true enough that one of the earliest business Journals
of historical record was the " News Tidings" issued to its clients, agents and
Branch offices by the German Trading house of Jacob Pugger in the fifteenth, sixteen~
th  and seventeenth centurica, 1In a world without printing or mechanical forms
of communication, the Fuggers devised an ingenius news letter service for exchang~
ing information on world trade conditions., Through the intelligent use of the
written word this great medieval trading organization was able to keep in touch
with events and developments throughout its widespread field of operatiomn.

The first great business editor is generally recognized as Thomzs Gresham.
111 . He was born in Nerfolk, England, in 1519; and at twenty~four was admitted
to the Mercer's company and started his career as a merchant-adventurer, He went
to the great Bourse at the trading centre of Antwerp in Belgium, where he met
the Fugger agents as well as the merchants of every country. Here he listened
to the latest information on markets, national financing, conditions of roads,
the size of armies and navies, He became the leading news consultant as well as
the greatest news gatherer of his time, maintaining an army of reporters and spies
in lesser market- places who reported to him via courier and sailing ship,

His news analysis made it possible for English merchants to out=compete
the rest of the busines: world. It is said that his singular service to his country
over a period of 20 years in the gr:at news hub at Antwerp was largely responsible
for the shift in the commercial centre of the world from that Flemish city to the

city of London,

From these early beginnings, the business press as we know it today
graduzlly emsrged. In 1845 there were 24 British business papers. By 1937 the
number had increased to more than 600, One of the earliest British business
papers, and still one of the most important, is Lloyd's List., This was originally
& news sheet posted up fraquently in Lloyd's coffee house, and which began to

come out as a regular periodical in 1735.

On this continent the first independnet business paper in the United
States was the New York Frices Current, founded in 1795, Some 30 more came into
being before the Civil War in 1861,

However, this is pro-ably enougn in the way of historical reference,
So we will go on to note how busincss papers developed in the consumers'! goods
field as the medium through which the manufacturer could offer his product to
the suppliers and merchants who represented his channel of distribution.




Similarily, in the industrial field, in the world of finance, in
technical processes and development, the rericdicals of frade and commercge ;
developed in service and knowlcdge as business itsclf grew and cxpanded in many .
diffcrent ficlis, ;

Today the modern business paper is cminently 2ble to perform a highly T
valuablc and worthwhile scrvice to its particular cliuntele in providing authentiq, .
specialized news coverage, know= how informaticon and an articulate volce for those :
whom it serves, It is an unonding chain of cver- new textbooks to hoelp improve
techniques and processes., It is market anal; st and public rel-tisns counscl to
its patrons and rcaders alike,

Now for a bricf considcration »f the large and highly influential
group of scveral hundred -3l Canndinn publications known generally as busincss
apers. The Busincss Newspapors ssosciation lists over 200 of thesc as members,
with o t.tal circulation o>f 950,000, But rcferring to Canadion advertising's
list of bhusiness papcrs, this shows a total >f 406 titles under 130 classifications
-= quitc probably therc arc others whose names do not appear on the list.

I won't attempt to read the classification index for business papers,
which starts with " advertising™ and carries sn through such subjects as avintion,
automobiles, bee-kecping, clothing, cosmctics, dogs, florists, o33, law,
medicine, paint, police, soda fountains, vetcerinary, and welding, It is an
cducation for anyone to rcad the lircetory alonc, without attempting to peruse
the available statistics on the inliviiunl papers,

Some of these publications arc associated with, or act as official
organs for, business and professional organizntions, Many are highly influential
and not a few are nationally listributed,

THE BUSINISS PAPER 4S . RiFERENCE
MEDIUM Lig

A good mhny of these publications arve staffewritten, but 2 1ot >f them
buy considerable materizl onc way or another, Man; have regular ¢intributors,
while others hove regiosnal eorresponients in varjous scgtions of their ficld
of  scrvice,

While very foew busincss publicati.ns make usc of fiction or poetry,
practicallyy all carry ncws fecaturcs and ~rticles o>f spe€ific interest to
their particular clicntcle. Such articlcs arc usually slanted to the editorial
requirements of the publication concorned, Technienl materi~l has to be ageurste
and merchandising ideas based >n sound principles.

It has been said that therc is no activity in business or industry
for which there is a substitute for experisnce, One of the casiest and least

St
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expensive ways to obtain the bencfit of experience is by using the experience
of others., The columns of business publications bring to their readers the
collected egperience of successful firms and individuals in the same line of
activity. For this reason they are extremely useful as refercnce sources for

information of all kinds.

From the point of view of the librarian it should be possible to use
sclected business papers as a valuable source of information., Such data may
be obtained directly from the publication or from sources which are given in
its columns, Frequently a letter to the editor will produce the desired in-
formation or reference. Indeed many trade publications operate correspondence
services or information departments for the use of their readers, Others are
recognized authorities in the compilation of statistical data of value to

the people whom they serve.

Of course, it would obviously be impossible to rcad all the business
papers every month, In a good many libraries, however, there may be a fairly
well defined pattern of enquiries and the use of a few selected publications
could supplement the reference data normally obtained from larger published
work, New ideas, adaptation and modernization are a normal trend in any
journalistic enterprise., In trade and professionap papers such treatment is
essential to hold and maintain reader interest.

The Trend of events in any sphere is usually reflected in the business
papers, including those of Canadian origin as well as others published in the
United States, Great Britain, Ireland, Australia, France, India and elsewhere.
These developments, together with numerous company papers, technical bulletins,
synidcated services, news releases and much other reference literature
represent the raw material from which the varied content and wide services
of business publications are developed and renewed from month to month,

HUGH C, ANDERSON IS EDITOR of " Motor in Canada, a member of Business Paper

Editor's Association, The Canadian .uthors'association and an affiliate

of the Guild of Motoring Writers, (London Zngland. )

THE ABOVE ARTICIE IS BASED on an address by Mr. Anderson to the Assoc.ation

of "™ Motor in Canada".
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Madge pieFadien,

crticic on 7 Libraries of vanitova™ publishea in the last issue of

Za the ar

the Billetin, tae Danprin “ub?ic Library woe listod s on Associaticn Library, This
ipformation tal:n from Shs Dominion Burson of fiatintices’ " Survey of Librorles”, was

incorrect, Actually “ho lidbrorvy b Davphir is o murdeizal iitrory- the oniy livrary

~

in Manitcba operatiing under Yoz torms o8 T hodtota Ihbrary ot of 1948,

! ing arriculiural cormunity and settled
since the turn <. the ﬁez*uV"j i was in tl@ 4 s that the town became library cons- i
scious, A commitize =1 by the Iwoal Counﬂ L of Woren spent scme tine searching El
for a building ~r "ja‘e sui"ble for Jitroay roarvers oub were uvnsuccossful and the
idea of a library sove was %o pleas for o Rencin, Club in which cach member would
purchac: one bosik and rotain omeorship of vhe ook after 1t had been read by the members
of the Cluh., A wolize in the weelkly paver brovs ot sixty 1lve nesple cus to the meeting
called to discuzs the formation of the " Deadiug Circiz M ¢ central Comnmitthee was
overwhelmed a1d a librury wog scon the maln venice undexr Gvocu5° lon. It was decided
that if each memler pri? a foe of $2.00 per anuun and the beors purcqased remained the
property of the Iibrary the took stock woulld develop steadily ard would serve the whole
commmity, The Iocal Council of Womea cemz forwari agairw with a donation of $100,00
several other greoups followed © 12 cuod exampiz  w.tn ing awounts, Wr  Thos,
Little offered a corner of his bu31ne;o ¢crlle 2 Jor the alstribatica of the books.
A Board of eight members was appointed tc administer the financce and to purchase hooks
and a secretary- custodi=n was appoinied. The library was cpened to merbers in Pebe
ruary 1931, In soitz of many vicissitulss, changes of quarters and aiscoirazemenss,
the service has boza continucus from Loal dwr t2 the pressnt time,

4lshough the distriet bnd been o o
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s=2emed that the erd hal comr, Hhat ths litrary was deiinitely

"on the streeu™ The Ciifimalties were exploirad t whe Towa Councll and space was

made aveilable *r the Towa Covreil Tnarber. Tvo aftermoons ard two evenings:

Wednescoy ana Sat ;an wers decilad on fur whe distribution of books, 1his arrange-
ment provel a Loon to tne communilty Ior several reaTs _Jt uradaallv the noint of
saturation was azain reachred. Taz space mrd2 roosell et herond a
circulsting I*Fr‘“yu A zood saction of none frcooion hal teon Ju&-f P, LG Ladh
blograzty. travel, politizal science, «is, but, vhil: somz or bcoks had a refererce
valie, thers was »o phics foo o studsns to use oo naterial,  “i% reom” became ihe
plaintive cry of thu members o the Poard ~nd o ajstincﬁ e ro of the wnil scemed to come
from the Towe Councll when tiey f.Add ocks pnfdd abon e and around the overcrcwded
shelves, dr spitz of the murber of bo: As inat +w2d " Glonorded. the boxes that

had been carriel ts Jdistant points to Twrins mwmoigs of pleasure ko the lives of

lonely seticrs, arl the othor boxes that were srorod in fricnlly atviics Jox future
use, n 1546-47 tre Town Council Chember vas litsvalily ovexrflow' ng wibto bhooka.

The Dauphds wdtrar ;o 2oara were L tf"*;ci ghen, So 178
the Manitopa ihravy Aot recei-«i the arrr qufI. rs Tegiel D ¢ Assemaly., Theos

TRy
immedintely oot about gobiing Tho neosssar ; , the electors
on a petition rsirz foor tiae cetablishrens o0 w Hmricip L b =y thz terms laid
down in *h; ted A A;thougn it owns Juiy waen 5N ' [RK ard. aad
compliz2 with all tYe nicagsary - tioms ard ! oy ~olishment
of a Tlnl“‘p;; Litmary with a oox ol of 0nz ol was orose aisl to the cﬂgc’ w3 at the
Municipal elections the sam: Fell., Tue Eiav pagsal w2t 2 CT L magority. The
Library Boerd aeld a finali nesiin wach they tissed a resolution turring over the
assete of the Library fx:ﬁr’at.pu to the wmew sfuri.cipal Liltrary Icard which must,
according to the sct, be sprointel Ly the Towxm Councd

It =ms witv mixed feelings of envy and velief thet the members of the
Board who had ecarrie? on th-ouz: almest twerty vears of varyving foriunss with never
more +han $500. 70 or #EACO.0D a year on which ©o operase, hurnad over ihs possession
of the ilrary Lo their succecsors wro, w.th a budp 5
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former Board disgustingly wealthy. It was with o loud united sigh of relief that the
Town Council saw the books disappear from the walls of their Council Chamber as the
new Beord with its feeling of sudden affluence arranged to rent spece for the new
Library in the Legion "all. :

With zdditions1l space it became possible to make arrangements for the
dzvelormens of the Reading Rocm and Reference Section as well as a Juvenile Library.
Donations of yeariy subscriptions to several magozines have made the Reading Room a pleas~
ant €0t One Servic: Club ( The Lions) has helpcd greatly in building up a section on
Canadian history until that section has now been pronounced " good" by experts in the
field, anotner small group makes a practice of dsnating a book to the library in place
of sending flowers to the fuaeral of 2 member. The Executive of the Ukrainian Women's
assceiation has supnlied some of the best books by Ukrainian poets and writers., This
year thc gif't of a complete set of Canadian Geographics and a number of volumes of the
National Geogrephic from a Winnipegz friend have made a valuable addition to the reference
section.

But the most satisfactory develcpment is the growth of the work in the
Juvenile Library. +n 1950 the newly cstablished radio station CKDM offered the
Library Board free time on the air. A series of hook review programmes for adults and
a story hour for children werec arranged and created much interest but in 1951 it was decide..
ed  to have the story hour at the Library on Saturday mornings., The same practice has
been followed since that time. A couple of weeks ago fifty- three children attended the
story Hour while over two hundred, ranging in age from pre- school to early teens, changed
their books that morning., Surely this is the best fight that can be waged against the
evils of the crime comic magazine but as the rcsponsibilities develop the need of a
larger budget becomes more evident and acute. The $3000,00 which seemed such affluence
when viewed from the depths of the old $600,00 standard has proved impossibly meagre,
Free rert, light and caretaking which under the former regime were supplied by the
Town meent that the difference in the budgets is not so great as at first glance
it would appear to be. Llonger hours of service, the present library being open five
days in the week, have added *to the salary schedule which even yet is quite inadequate
and does not permit any suggestion of obtaining the services of a trained librarian,
The latest develomment of a Film Library managed jointly by the Film Courcil and the
Library Board, with the library as the distributing centre, adds a demand for more
space.

, Library services in Dauphin have been created, in a large measure by the

faith anl hope and ty Board members who have been ready to " try anything once", While

Jne might suggest that charity could finish the work, we would much prefer to have it done
by & synpathetic understanding of the importance and the size of the task by the members
’f our legislrture, an understanding that would place in the hands of the men and women
#1ling to do thc work the tools necessary for the task, This article is published in the
ope thai oclher towns in Manitcba may taks courage and continue their efforts in the
strugele for ti library dev:lopment until tis Province of Manitoba can hold its head

Ugh amorz other Provinces in the knowledge that library services are an accepted

part o¥ our provincial life.

B

'he contributor of tae above article, Mrs., J. N McFadden, is a member of the
ﬁmli; Library idvisory Board and is one of the principal sponsors of the
Ubrary service in Dauphim




BOOK~HUNGRY MANITOBA:'WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT,

by
MacDonald Coleman

When I think about books, almost at once I think of libraries. That,
and the fact that I am a librarian, should, I trust, be sufficient warning to
you that when I talk about book-hungry Manitoba I shall be talking largely
about Manitoba's Library facilities.

The title of my address is in the form of a question but to reach an
answer to that question a number of others must first be considered, I propose,
then, to present my material by asking and answering - or attempting to answer-
those questions, ’

What proof have you that the people of Manitoba are book-hungry? If
they aren't reading books now maybe they don't want to read them,

The people in rural Ontario at one time were not reading books to any great
extent, Today when country libraries have swept the province, the number of
books being read by rural Ontario is astronomical. The same is true of those
portions of British Columbia and Nova 3cotia which were once without libraries
but are now served by regional libraries, It might have been supposed that
there was no book- hunger in those provinces but the hunger was always there
and when books were made avallable people rushed to read them, Manitoba does not

differ from her sister provinces,

But have you any statistics actually based on Manitoba to prove that
the people of this province want books?

a. Mr, George Noble, Director of Manitoba Library Service (The Open
Shelf) stated on Feb, 5 1953: "Circulation of books has quintupled in the
last seven months." The Manitoba Library Service has been expanded recently
and the people of Manitoba have demonstrated  that they want its services
and they want its books,

b. Seven wears ago proper nublic libraries did not exist in either
Brandon or Dauphim, FProbably not more than 5,000 books were borrowed from
either of the libraries that then existed in those two centres. In 1946
Brandon opened a revitalized and strengthened public library, In 1949
Dauphin's membership library became a tax-supported public library,
Last year the people of Dauphin barrowed no less than 24,127 books from their
library. Last year in Brandon 65,811 books were borrowed from the public libraryw-
the circulation of books in each centre rises steadily,

. If Manitoba is book=hungry why don't they borrow books from the public
libraries?
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Minimum public library service exists in the city of Winnipeg proper
in Brandon, and in Deuphin. Soon similar public library service will be available in
the City of St. Bonirace. Valiant efforts arc being made in some of the other larger
urban centres to provide adequaite library scrvice- this is true of Portage la Prairie
The people of Manitobaz who live outside of these centres are without adequate kibrary
service. There are approximately 400,000 of them-- Manitoba's forgotten half,

But are there not small libraries in such centres as Manitou, Virden,
Kenton, Souris etc, etc?

Srall lending libraries and book clubs do exist but commendable as they
are, they cannot in any way be considered adequate library service. They my,
indeed, provide light fiction for limited nurbers but they cannot do more,
either because they do not have o graduate librarian, or because they do not have
the reference books available, 4 public library is a people's university where
adults may continue their cducation, 4 lending library in a village, though a very
fine thing, can never be 2 real public library.

What services then are available to the 40O ,000 bookless people of Manitoba
who do not live near a public Library?

Lo They may borrow books from the Manitoba Library Service, 146 Notre
Dame .venue xast in Winnipegz, Travelling libraries or boxes of hooks are sent to
communities that rcquest them, Open shelf books are sent to individuals,
At the present time the director estimatss hook stock At 12,000 volumss.
12,000 volumes for kanitoba's forgotten 400,000 ceople,

b. The people of Manitoha mas try to satisfy their book- hunger by
buying the vaper bound pocket books. ﬂarie «ntoinctte, when she was informed
that the peasants 4id not have bread to eat, is reputed to have said, " Let them eat
cake" when children in rural Sanitoba tell their parents they do not have books to

read, parcnts, like the fated French Jueen, can say, " 7ell, read comic books,"

c. If cither of these courses is not satisfactory Manitoba's bookless
thousands can tichten their belts., Presumably their hunger for books will e
deadened or mizht even pass altosether,

You mentioned the lanitoba Litrary Zervicee- library service by mail,
Don't you think that would be the snswer o ‘he rroblem of supplying books
to rural Manitoba?

No, I don't. I am Jelichted to sec this service extended and exvanded,
Book service by mail can never take the place of a library. The open shelf is a life~
line for many people, It will always be needed but the real snswer to service
for rurzl Manitoba is rsgional libraries. The Nanitoba Library Service could be
compzred to High School eorrespondence courses, worrespondence courses which
leave students to strugsle alonzg without = teacher, while necessary, are scarcely

s T

comparzble to zn education attainsd by zttendonce at o school,
What is a recgional library?
a regional library is an association 2f ~ number of communities,

rurzl and urban, who pool their resources to frovide public library service.
25,000 people is the minimum vopulation considered necessary to support a library.
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4 village of 300 persons, a rural municipality of 3,000 persons can never
expect to be able to pay the salary of a graduate librarian and staff, buy books
and provide a library building., Only by co-operating and forming regional
libraries can this be done.

How long would it take to set up a regional library?

At least a year and probably years. In one province a highly trained
librarian worked full=-time for three years trylng to sell the idea to the various
municipalities. After much hard work she succeeded and that area now has a
splendid regional library, Seliing a reglonal library would be every bit as
difficult as selling a larger school Unit to a local school boards and taxpayers,

When a regional library is in operation how are the books distributed?

At the central point of the regional library the library!s books are
processed and prepared for circulation. Book vans leave that centre taking
numbers of books to branch libraries in the villages, towns and school houses of
the region, These deposits of books are changed at frequent invervals,

How is a regional library financed?

Finances usually come from two sources. (a) local taxation (b) Government
grants,

How is money required?

I do not know, but I could give certain estimates. A book van would cost
at least §4,000. Salaries of a trained staff would come to perhaps $8,000, Books
and upkeep of buildings would cost money. Probably a budget of $20,000. per year
would be necessary, depending on the population to be servied, In certain provinces
the government has made a grant of $25,000, to purchase the initial book stock,
Thereafter the government grants are usually based on a percentage of t ke amount
raised locally, It should never be forgotten that regional libraries are
3xpensive~-— so0 are all good things,

But would regional libraries conflict with the open shelf service of the
lanitoba Library Service?

No, the two complement each other., British Columbis has one of the most
ctive regional library set-ups and one of the most active open shelf systems,
'he use of both services increases each year. There always will be areas where
‘egional libraries are not practical, Correspondence courses complement our high
jchools and universities, They do not conflict or rival them, So, too, with
‘¢gional and open shelf lib-aries.

Do regional libraries depend gfeatly on govermment grants?

Regional libraries depend both on govermment grants and government leadership
ust as schools do,

But why should you expect the govermment to make grants to libraries?

Libraries regard +hemselves as educational institutions. Many people regard
Wblic libraries as a place where you can borrow the latest book of Kathleen

Irriac Awv Pawa Maan oo Ta 4 an
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public library's main burpose in a community is
onzal and educational nature,

recreational nature., However a
to provide books of an informati

quite rightly-~ is spending millions of dollars on formal

€ too shocking to hope that they might spend $100,000 on grants
n educating the populace. We librarians

ed. An education like a car or building

The govermment——
education. Would it b
to libraries? You teachers are engaged i
are engaged in trying to keep them educat

is subject to depreciation., How many years of

neglect can pass before an

education has vanished into nothingncss?
where adults can educate themselves and kee
they feel quite aggressive in suggesting t
the investment of the millinns they spend o
in helping libraries,

Libraries function as institutions

P themselves educated, For this reason
hat the educational authorities protect
n formal education by spending thousands

But aren't regional libraries Just & dream? Are they really practical?

They are so practical that almost every province in Canada, except Manitoba,
either has regional libraries or is getting ready to set them up, They have been
in operation for decades in Prince Edward Island and British Columbia, They have
swept Ontario and Nova Scotia. Alberta and Saskatchewan have at lease one regional
library operating. Regional libraries are not new at all,

Don't you think we should wait for a

ground swell of public opinion before we set

up regional library in Manitoba?

Let's think of some of the good things we have~ compulsory education for instance
Was it achieved by a ground swell of public opinion? I don't think so. Eduecational
leaders urged that compulsory education be adopted and the government passed
legislation doing so, Was the Manitoba Telephone System created by a ground swell
of public opinion? Not likely. Competent advisers probably recommended the system
and led the people to accept it., So in the library service, owr government must know
that regional libraries are the only system to bring public library service to the
bookless people of Manitoba. We look to them to lead us, to sell the idea to the
reople by good publicity, and to set up here in Manitoba a demonstration regional

Library,

Don't you think it's all a bit hopeless? This idea of Regional libraries for

ManitObau

No, I don't, I think it is very difficult for our govermment to meet
everyone's demands, However, I think on the part of the government there is an
increasing awareness of the case for libraries, We are making progress., The fact
that we now have a Director of Public Libraries, and a revitalized Open Shelf is
Proof of that,

Book~Hungry Manitoba: What can we do about it?

We can keep asking the government to make a survey of the library facilities
of this province., Just as the government has shown leadership in setting up the
Dauphin - Ochre River larger school Unit so we can ask them to show leadership in
Setting up a demonstration regional library. Responsible organizations, like your=-

Selves can help the cause of the regional lib

raries specifically by publicizing the

Beeds of book- hungry Manitoba at your co
I know that rural Manitoba, like any lite
I believe the day will come when they wil

The above is an address

Public Library to the Manitoba Educations

nventions and through your publications,
rate people will always be book=hungry but
1 not be bookless,

given April 8 by Mr., MacD. Coleman, Librarian of Brandon

1 Association.




