
AGENDA 
84​th​ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 
 
 
 

Date: Monday, June 2, 2020 at 7:00 pm 
Location: Virtual Meeting  
 
Presiding: Kerry Macdonald, Acting MLA President for 2019-2020 
 
1.  Welcome 
 
2.  Verification of Quorum 
 
3.  Approval of Agenda 
 

Resolution 2020-01​: That the agenda for the 2020 Annual General Meeting 
of the Manitoba Library Association be approved. 

 
4.  Approval of the Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting. 
 

Resolution 2020-02​: That the Minutes of the 2019 MLA Annual General 
Meeting held June 3, 2019 be approved. 

 
5.  President’s Report – Kerry Macdonald 
 

Resolution 2020-03​: That the President’s Report be accepted as received. 
 
6.  Treasurer Report and Financial Report – Kelly Murray 
 

Resolution 2020-04​: That the Treasurer Report be accepted as received. 
 
Resolution 2020-05​: That the membership accept the Audited Financial 
Statement of August 31, 2019. 

 
7.  Election of Board of Directors – Kerry Macdonald 

Presentation of Slate and Call for Nominations from the Floor 
 

Resolution 2020-06​: That the membership accepts the slate of candidates 
as presented to serve as the Board of Directors.  

 
8. MLA Strategic Plan 2020-2024 - Kerry Macdonald  
 
9. Closing Remarks 
 
10. Adjournment 
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606-100 Arthur Street 
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 1H3 

 

 

2019-2020 President’s Report to Membership 
 
MLA continued to provide leadership and effort in this second year following the amalgamation of MLA, 
MLTA and MALT.  The work done this past year supported efforts in the area of advocacy, professional 
development and communication.  
 
This past year, the Communications Team (Jaime Orr, Rémi Fontaine, Meg Antoine), under the direction 
of Svitlana Maluzynsky, (Past) Communications Director, focused on increasing MLA presence on social 
media.  Alan Chorney, Membership Director, successfully finished implementing Wild Apricot, a 
membership based software program (versus tracking membership in Excel), allowing for greater access 
to members through form emailing and member tracking.  At the time of set-up, the Membership 
Coordinator worked closely with the Communications Team in an attempt to ensure that MLA members 
were receiving MLA News.  
 
Professional development was a key focus of the Association in 2019.  We were successful in our 
proposal to the Canadian Federation of Library Associations (CFLA-FCAB) to co-host the National Forum 
2020 in Winnipeg in conjunction with the Manitoba Libraries Conference (MLC).  The MLC Planning 
Committee dedicated much time and effort in order to host an engaging conference in April 2020.  In 
the end, the conference was sadly postponed due to COVID-19.  The Board has decided to hold the next 
conference in keeping with the regular schedule of 2022.  Andrew Robert, Chair of the Library Trustees 
Division, planned a board governance workshop with Volunteer Manitoba.  This was to be held in March 
2020 in Brandon. Unfortunately, this was also postponed due to COVID-19.  The Board is looking 
forward to hosting a one-day online event in fall of 2020.  
 
Despite the vacant role of Advocacy Director, MLA was extremely busy in 2019 with advocacy efforts. 
Advocacy efforts this year included, but were not limited to: 
 

• advocacy letter regarding cuts to OLS-N and SOLS in Ontario. 
• advocacy letter regarding continued funding to Alberta public libraries. 
• invitation extended to Honorable Cathy Cox to attend an MLA event where rural public library 

professionals would be in attendance. 
• social media (informational and member engagement) posts regarding key library issues in 

Manitoba and Canada. 
• advocacy (various) concerning the City of Winnipeg proposed budget cuts and implications for 

Winnipeg Public Library. 
• advocacy (various) concerning the Provincial budget and funding for libraries and library 

supports. 
 

All advocacy related letters and responses are listed on the MLA website.  



Other highlights from 2019 to early 2020 include: 

• MLA purchased Zoom meeting software, which proved useful for allowing rural Board members
to join meeting online and was instrumental in allowing the Board to move entirely online when
COVID-19 hit.

• MLA was successful in receiving an operating grant of $9,000 from the Public Library Services
Board.

• The Prison Libraries Committee successfully created and published the Create Chapbook, a
collection of stories, poetry and artwork created by individuals at the Women’s Correctional
Centre.  This work was highlighted in the Winnipeg Free Press in September 2019.

• MLA received a $6580 grant from The Winnipeg Foundation in October 2019 to go through a
strategic planning process with a contractor from Community Futures.  This process included a ½
day training session on recruitment and governance for the Board, a ½ day strategic planning
session for the Board, and a survey to the Manitoba library community.  The result is a five year
strategic plan that will allow MLAs efforts to continue through the years despite the
annual/semi-annual change in Board members.

• The President participated in, and represented MLA, at the annual January 2019 and August
2019 meetings for The Partnership, Canada’s national network of provincial and territorial
associations.

• MLA was proudly represented on CFLA-FCAB Committees as follows:
o CFLA-FCAB Copyright Committee - Brianne Selman, Ebony Novakowski
o CFLA-FCAB Cataloguing and Metadata Standards Committee - Stacey Lee
o Indigenous Matters Committee - Monique Woroniak

• The MLA Board, under the leadership of Andrew Robert, Trustees Division Chair, spearheaded a
number of initiatives to help Manitoba libraries during COVID-19, including supporting the
sharing of information via MLA News and on the website as well as facilitating the sharing of
best practices through online webinars and meetings.

It has been a pleasure working with the Board through 2019 and into 2020.  I’m truly honoured to have 
been able to work with so many great people that are committed to serving their communities and 
advancing libraries and library services.  

Respectfully Submitted on June 2, 2020 by:

 Kerry Macdonald, Past President/Acting President 

https://mla.mb.ca/about/committees/prison-libraries-committee/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/entertainment/books/publication-aims-to-give-prisoners-a-voice-560890872.html
http://www.thepartnership.ca/web/partnership


606-100 Arthur Street
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 1H3 

Treasurer’s Report for 2018-2019 
Submitted by: Kelly Murray, MLA Treasurer 

Reid and Miller conducted the 2018-19 audit and continue to be MLA’s auditor. 

2018-2019 Audited Fiscal Year Totals 

Revenue              $27,412 

Expenditures     $26,126 

Surplus        $  1,286 

Accounts as of September 1, 2019: 

MLA Chequing  $79,994.56 

MLA PayPal  $  1,098.99 

MLA Savings      $  5,000.00 
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